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his father and mother might resent it, and be un-
kind, but he was now in a way to live, being bred
to the law, and he did not fear maintaining me,
and that, in short, as he believed I would not be
ashamed of him, so he was resolved not to be
ashamed of me, and that he scorned to be afraid to
own me now, whom he resolved to own after I was
his wife, and therefore I had nothing to do but to
give him my hand, and he would answer for all the
rest.

I was now in a dreadful condition indeed, and
now I repented heartily my easiness with the eldest
brother ; not from any reflection of conscience, for
I was a stranger to those things, but I could not
think of being a whore to one brother and a wife
to the other; it came also into my thoughts, that
the first brother had promised to make me his wife
when he came to his estate; but I presently re-
membered, what I had often thought of, that he had
never spoken a word of having me for- a wife, after
he had conquered me for a mistress ; and indeed,
till now, though I said I thought of it often, yet it
gave no disturbance at all, for as he did not seem
in the least to lessen his affection to me, so neither
did he lessen his bounty, though he had the discre-
tion himself to desire me not to lay out a penny in
clothes, or to make the least show extraordinary,
because it would necessarily give jealousy in the
family, since everybody knew I could come at such
things no manner of ordinary way, but by some
private friendship, which they would presently have
suspected.

1 was now in a great strait, and knew not what
to do; the main difficulty was this, the younger
brother not only laid close siege to me, but suffered
it to be seen ; he would come into his sister's room,
and his mother's room, and sit down, and talk a